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SIDS Celebration of Remembrance at Arlington Unitarian Universalist Church

SIDS Mid-Atlantic held its annual Celebration of Remembrance Saturday, November 9,
at The Arlington Unitarian Universalist Church, Arlington, Virginia.

In the rising of the sun and its going down,
We Remember Them.

In the blowing of the wind and the chill of winter,
We Remember Them.

In the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring,
We Remember Them.

In the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer,
We Remember Them.

In the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn,
We Remember Them.

In the beginning of the year and when it ends,
We Remember Them.

When we are weary and in need of strength,
We Remember Them.

When we are lost and sick of heart,
We Remember Them.

When we have joys and special celebrations we yearn to share,
We Remember them

So long as we live, they too shall live,
for they are part of us.
We Remember Them
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The Child Fatality Review Team determined that the majority of these children’s deaths were definitely or
probably preventable. Many of the families who lost a child reported that they were unable to afford a crib
for their child. As a recommendation, to prevent these unnecessary deaths, the report states:

“Partnerships between public and private organizations should be cultivated for the purpose of child
safety and protection. For instance, the State Child Fatality Review Team supports efforts like the “Cribs for
Kids” program…of SIDS Mid-Atlantic. Cribs for Kids provides cribs to qualifying families and educates
parents about age appropriate safe sleeping practices.”

Since October 2003, SIDS Mid-Atlantic has donated over 5000 cribs to needy families in Washington D.C., Virginia
and Maryland. To date, no family who received a crib from this project has suffered an infant death.

Some examples of the needy families who have received cribs from us include the following.

From Early Head Start in Arlington, Virginia:
“I am writing to request another crib for an indigent family. The mother is a recent immigrant with a two week old
daughter. I visited her today, and she and her underemployed husband share a rented room in an apartment with two
other families. They have minimal furniture, and barely cover the costs on basic needs: food, clothing, and rent.
Their daughter currently sleeps in the double mattress on the floor with her parents.”

From Mary’s Center in Washington D.C.
“One of the mothers in our program who needs a crib is 17 years old and her baby is 2 months old. Currently the
baby sleeps with his mother on a mattress on the floor. The mother is unemployed and has no income. Her
boyfriend was deported to Guatemala and cannot come back to the USA. She is living with her boyfriend’s brother
but he has stated that he cannot continue to help her financially. She cannot afford to buy her baby a crib and would
greatly appreciate your help.”

“A mother in our program is in need of a crib. Her baby is one month old. The mother is in an abusive relationship
with her boyfriend. She is currently unemployed and her boyfriend makes little money. Currently the baby sleeps on
a mattress with his parents. She does not have the funds to purchase a crib and would greatly appreciate your help.”

“A mother in our program is in need of a crib for her eight-month-old baby. She has a very unsteady living
situation. During the time she has been in our program she has moved seven times. This is due to the fact that she
cannot afford to pay rent and therefore stays for as long as people will have her and her baby in their apartments.
The baby sleeps with her mother on a mattress on the floor. She cannot afford to buy her baby a crib and would
greatly appreciate your help.”

From a Healthy Families support worker in Virginia
“The mother is 19 and the baby is 6 months old. The baby was born 2 months premature. The mother does not
receive much support from her family, and her father recently died. I have been working with this mother and the
baby. I have been trying to help with some goals. I have talked to her about college; there is a program here that
offers free education. The mother lives on her own, she receives TANF and food stamps. The baby is on Medicaid. I
help her with diapers and provide emotional support. I donate books to the program to help encourage our girls to
read to their babies. Yesterday I asked this mother about her goals. She simply stated that she just wanted a bed for
her baby.”

From the Prince Georges County Maryland Health Dept
“Just wanted to let you know I recently gave 2 cribs away. The 1st one went to a newly diagnosed HIV positive
mom that lived with friends. She was going to have the baby sleep with her do to limited space. The compact bed
provided by your program has given this high risk newborn a safe place to sleep.”

“The second crib was given to a mom who was going to give the baby up for adoption, but changed her mind after
delivery. This mom had no baby supplies for the baby and was going to have the baby sleep with her and her 2 year
old. Once again due to your program another baby has been given a safe bed.”








